
25 June 1823.

(Ireland.)

bill
Bor regulating Vessels carrying Passengers

between Great Britain and Ireland.

C£ JR E a & it is expedient that such Regulations should be
made, respecting Vessels carrying Passengers between Great

Britain and Ireland, as may tend to the security and convenience of
such Passengers;

5 ®0t ft tjeccforc Enattcb byTheKING'smostExcellentMAjEstY,
by and with the advice and consent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal]
and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, and by the au-
thority of the same, THAT from and after the day of

one thousand eight hundred and twenty-three, it
to shall not be lawful for the master or commander or person having the

charge or command of any vessel employed in the conveyance of
Passengers between Great Britain and Ireland, being of any burthen less
f'1*'1 tons, to have or take on board, or to
carry or convey any greater number of persons than as

1 5 Passengers from any port in Great Britain to any port in Ireland, or from
any port in Ireland to any port in Great Britain, unless a licence for
tire conveyance of Passengers shall have been previously granted to the
owner or owners or master or commander of such ship or vessel, under
tiie hand of the collector, comptroller or other chief officer of the cus-

,
30 toms, at the port from which such vessel shall sail from Great Britain

to Ireland, and from Ireland to Great Britain, respectively
;
and it shall

be lawful for every such collector, comptroller or other chief officer of
the customs, to grant and sign such licence without fee or reward, in
such form and under such regulations as shall be directed by the com-

,
25 .missioners of customs: Provided always, That no such licence shall be

granted by such collector, comptroller or other chief officer, except
upon such certificate as shall be required by the commissioners of (he

V-
’l
02 ' -1 customs,
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customs, that such vessel is sea-worthy and properly found in all respects ;

and every such licence shall remain in force for the space of one year,

from the date thereof, and no longer.
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(orchildren in
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4 tons, includ-
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And be it further Enacted, That it shall not be lawful for any master r

or other person having or taking the charge or command of any ship or

vessel so licensed for the conveyance of Passengers, which shall clear

out from any port or place in the United Kingdom of Great Britain

and Ireland, from and after the day of

one thousand eight hundred and twenty-three, to have on board at or i o

after being cleared out at auy one time, or to convey carry or transport

from any port or place in Great Britain or Ireland respectively, in any

such ship or vessel, a greater number of persons (exclusive of the ordi-

nary crew of such ship or vessel) than in the proportion of one adult

person, or of children under years of age, or of

children under years of age, for every tons 15
of the burthen of such ship or vessel ; and every such ship or vessel

shall be deemed and taken to be of such tonnage or burthen, as is or

may be described and set forth in the respective certificate of the registry

of each and every such ship or vessel, granted in pursuance of the several

Acts in force in Great Britain and Ireland respectively, relating to such 20
certificates ; and if any such ship or vessel shall be partly laden with

goods, wares or merchandize, or horses or carriages, then it shall not

be lawful for the master or other person having the charge or command
of such ship or vessel, to receive or take on board a greater number of

persons (exclusive of the ordinary crew) than in the proportion of one 25
adult person, or of children under years of age, or of

children under years of age, for every tons of

that part of such ship or vessel which shall remain unladen
;
and such

goods, wares or merchandize, with which such ship or vessel may be

partly laden shall, at the sight and under the direction of the collector 30
or comptroller or other officer of the customs, at the port or place where

such goods, wares or merchandize shall be taken on board, be stowed

and disposed of in such a manner, as to leave good, sufficient and whole-

some accommodation for the proportion of persons hereby allowed in

such case to be received on board. „ -
35

And be it further Enacted, That if any master or any person having the

charge or command of any such ship or vessel shall take on board any

passenger or passengers, or ifthe owner or owners of any such ship or

vessel shall engage to take on board any passenger or passengers beyond
• the number of as aforesaid, without such licence being 40
previously obtained by such master owner or other person as by this Act
is required, every such master or other person, or owner or owners, shall

for every offence forfeit the sum of pounds ; and if

any master or other person having or taking the charge or command of

any such ship or vessel, shall take on board, or if such master or other 45
person, or the owner or owners of any such ship or vessel, shall engage to

take on board, a greater number of persons than in the proportion allowed

by
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bv this Act, such master or other person as aforesaid shall forfeit and pay

the sum of pounds for each and every or any such per-

son, exceeding in number the proportion hereinbefore limited
;

and every Ship having

. ,
• v . more than

such ship or vessel so having on board, or conveying or carrying any 20 pa3Sengers

5 greater number than persons without such licence as

aforesaid first had and obtained, shall and may be seized and detained by detained till

the collector, comptroller, surveyor or officer of the customs, until such
pena y pa

penalty of pounds shall be satisfied and paid.

And be it further Enacted, That from and after the
Ve^d^&c

10 day of one thousand eight hundred and twenty-three, it shall shall not carry

not in any case be lawful for any master or other person taking or having ^penwwif
the charge or command of any trading or coasting ship or vessel, not undernw

__

being wholly employed in the conveyance of passengers, and not licensed under 200

to carry any passengers pursuant to this Act, whether such ship or vessel tons ‘

15 shall be laden in part or in the whole with goods and merchandize, not

being the baggage of or belonging to any passengers in such ship or vessel,

or shall be employed in the carriage or conveyance of cattle or pigs, or

shall be in ballast, and which shall sail from any port or place in Great

Britain to any port or place in Ireland
,
or from any port or place in

20 Ireland to any port or place in Great Britain, to have or take on board

a greater number of persons than (exclusive

of the ordinary crew of such ship or vessel) if such ship or vessel shall

be of the burthen of one hundred tons or under, nor a greater number

of persons than (exclusive of the ordinary

25 crew) if such ship or vessel shall be of a burthen greater than one hun-

dred tons, and not exceeding the burthen of two hundred tons; and if

more persons shall be found or taken on board any such ship or vessel

than in the proportion herein allowed, every such master or other person

as aforesaid, shall forfeit and pay the sum of pounds

30 for every person so taken on board beyond such proportion.

And be it further Enacted, That an Abstract of this Act shall be pre-

pared and printed by and under the direction of the Commissioners of

His Majesty’s Customs, and a printed copy of such Abstract shall be

hung up in the Custom House of every port ofthe United Kingdom, and

35 a printed copy of such Abstract, and also a copy of the licence granted

to the captain or owners of such ship or vessel, and a notice or statement

of the number of persons allowed to be carried and conveyed in such

vessel, shall be hung up and affixed in some conspicuous place on the

deck and in the cabin of every ship or vessel carrying passengers under

40 the regulations of this Act ;
and the master or other person having or

taking the charge or command of such ship or vessel, shall cause the said

copies to be kept and renewed, so that the same may be at all times ac-

cessible to every person on board such ship or vessel, upon pain that every

such master or other person having or taking the charge or command of

45 every such ship or vessel, in which such abstract, licence and notice, or

any of them, shall not be hung up or affixed, and shall not be renewed

502. and
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Penalty ini.

a,id reraam “ shall for every such offence forfeit the sum of
pounds.

JfVKtt ^°*ed alwBys
’ and ba il Enacted. Tb8 t nothing in this Act contained

ti,e service of extend
> or •» deemed or construed to extend to ships or vessels ino_,

^
service of His Majesty or of His Majesty’s Postmaster Genem

or of the Commissioners of Customs and Excise, or of the East Indiatomw
;

to any ship or vessel of the burthen of ttvo hundred tons

SlT*"
°r “P

?’
n0r .‘° any Shlp or vessel ™pl°yed carrying troops, nor toany vessels navigated by steam : Provided nevertheless. That all such

vessels navigated hy steam, shall be annually licensed to carry passengersty the proper officer of the customs, in manner directed by this Act, upon

ZpcT
,eSSd “ Sea-W°rthy

’ and Properly found in ^11

Penalties may
be recovered
before one
Justice of the
Peace.

And be it further Enacted, That .11 penalties and forfeitures for anyoffence against tins Ac, shall and may be recovered at any time within , «
Caiendar "1°'“hs »ftw the commission of suchoffence, ,n a summary nay, by the order and adjudication of any onejustice of the peace for the county or place in which the port shall be

a
“ 2i , Tn

s“ ship ° r re5sel sW1 depart
’ ur at «”ysuch ship or vessel shall arrive, on complaint to such justice for that -apurpose exhibited

; and such penalty shall be levied, as w ell as the costs

"

iifr„rrXdr:Se^ :rr
and saie of the

pay the Same, by warrant, under the hand J se^L^“
such justice ,s hereby authorised and required to summon befo eldm a
witness or witnesses, and to examine such witness or w itnes 7 ^

of and concerning such offences, and to hear and de II T° 0a “‘'

and the overplus (if any) of the money so levied or recovered ^dis-charging the penalty or forfeiture for which such warrant shall be iledand the costs and expences of recovering and levying the =a , ini’
returned upon demand to the owner or owners of die goods o’r chattel

^
so seized or distrained

; and in case such penalty or forferture shall tforthwith paid upon conviction, then it shall be lawful fnr i

• •

order the offender or offenders so convicted to be detained and !n

°

the satisfaction of such jo ,,c7ttlr
* KM

'
to

warrant of distress such day or days not being more than dalfrom the time of taxing any such security, and which securitv th m
jusdce is hereby empowemd to take by Jny 4°

but if upon the return of such warrant, it shall appear that no sufli’cent distress can he had thereupon, then i, shall he lawful for Inchjustice or any other just.ee of the peace, for such county or 1«

t

aforesaid, and he is hereby authorized and required bv w»Ln, Vo «
hand and seal, to cause such offender * «

gaol
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gaol of such county or place, there to remain without bail or mainprize

for any term not exceeding calendar months, unless

such penalty or forfeiture, and all reasonable charges, shall be sooner

paid and satisfied
;
and one moiety of every such penalty or forfeiture,

5 when so levied, shall be paid to the person or persons who shall sue or

•prosecute for the same, for his or her own use and benefit, and the other

moiety thereof to the use of His Majesty, his heirs and successors.

Provided always, and be it Enacted, That if any person shall think

himself or herself aggrieved, by any conviction in pursuance of this

io Act, it shall be lawful for such person to appeal to the justices of the

peace, at the next general quarter session of the peace to be holden for

the county
,
or place, such appellant (if there be sufficient time after

the cause of such complaint shall have arisen) first giving or causing

to be given days notice at least in writing, of his or

15 her intention of bringing such appeal, and of the matter thereof, to the

justice whose conviction shall be so appealed against, and within

days next after such notice, entering into a recognizance

before the said justice or some other justice of the peace for the

county or place, with two sufficient sureties, conditioned to try such

20 appeal, and to abide the order of such justices at sessions thereon, and

to pay such costs as shall be awarded by the justices at such quarter

sessions
;
and for want of sufficient time for giving such notice, previous

to the quarter sessions next after the cause of such complaint shall

have happened, then such appeal, after such notice and under such

25 recognizance, may be made at the second general quarter sessions of the

peace to be holden for such county or place; and the justices at such

first or second sessions, upon due proof of such notice having been given

as aforesaid, and of the entering into such recognizance, shall hear and

finally determine the cause and matter of such appeal, in a summary

30 way, and shall award such costs to the parties appealing or appealed

against, as they the said justices shall think proper, and the determina-

tion of such justices at such quarter sessions, shall be final binding

and conclusive to all intents and purposes
; and the said justices at such

sessions may also, by their warrant or order, cause such costs so awarded

35 by distress and sale, to be levied of the goods and chattels of the per-

son or persons who shall refuse or neglect to pay the same ; and for

want of sufficient distress, may commit such person or persons to the

common gaol or house of correction for the said county, there to remain

for any time not exceeding calendar months, or until pay-

40 ment of such costs.

And be it further Enacted, That no proceedings against, nor any con-

viction of any offender or offenders against this Act, or by or before

any justice of the peace, shall be quashed for want of form, nor be re-

moved or removable by Certiorari or any other writ of process what-

45 soever, into any of His Majesty’s courts of record at Dublin

;

and where

any distress shall be made for any sum or sums of money to be levied

by virtue of this Act, the distress itself shall not be deemed unlawful,

502. B nor
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Limitation of

Actions, &c.

nor the party or parties making the same be deemed a trespasser or

trespassers, on account of any defect or want of form in the summons ,

conviction, warrant of distress or other proceedings relating thereto
;
nor

shall the party or parties distraining be deemed a trespasser or tres-

passers, ab initio, on account of any irregularity which shall be after- 5
wards committed by the party or parties distraining, but the person or

persons aggrieved by such irregularity, shall and may recover full satis-

faction for the special damage (if any) in an action on the case
;
but no

plaintiff or plaintiffs shall recover in any action for such irregularity as

aforesaid, if tender of sufficient amends shall have been made by or on j 0
behalf of the party distraining, before such action commenced.

And be it further Enacted, That any action or suit which shall be

brought or commenced against any person or persons, for any thing done

in pursuance and by the authority of this Act, shall be commenced

within calendar months next after the fact committed, and 15

not afterwards, and shall be brought in the county, city or place where

the cause of action shall arise, and not elsewhere
; and that the defendant

or defendants in such action or suit to be brought, may plead the

general issue, and give this Act and the special matter in evidence at any

trial to be had thereupon, and that the same was done in pursuance and 20

by the authority of this Act
;
and if it shall appear to be so done, or if

any such action or suit shall be brought after the time before limited for

bringing the same, or shall be brought in any county , city or place other

than as aforesaid, then and in every such case the jury shall find for the

defendant or defendants
;
and upon such verdict, or if the plaintiff or 25

plaintiffs shall be nonsuited, or shall discontinue his her or their action,

or if a verdict shall pass against the plaintiff, or if upon demurrer

judgment shall be given against such plaintiff or plaintiffs, the defendant

or defendants shall and may recover costs, and have

the like remedy for the same as any defendant or defendants hath or have 30
for costs of suit in other cases by law.
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